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“Republicans need to roll up their sleeves, reach across the aisle, and get a new federal paid leave policy enacted. 

Paid parental leave is good policy and good politics.” 

— Rick Santorum, former U.S. Senator from Pennsylvania

“It’s past time we modernize our family leave policies to re"ect the evolving needs of today’s workforce and to 

reduce the barriers that pose challenges for parents balancing family and work… Our proposal is a path forward 

for a budget-neutral paid leave option that gives parents greater "exibility without imposing a new government 

entitlement or mandate.”

— Senator Joni Ernst (R-Iowa), on the introduction of The Cradle Act 

“The problems stemming from !nancial insecurity around having kids, such as increased debt, welfare receipt, 

reduced birth weight and negative cognitive outcomes for children and increased family instability are increasingly 

concentrated among middle- and working-class moms and dads — the backbone of our country…It makes it 

harder for young Americans to start families and weakens the family — the bedrock institution of our society.” 

— Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL): USA Today

“As an employer of more than 90 employees, all within child-bearing age, this plan would help me as well as help 

my employees prepare for the births of their own children.”  

— Kristan Hawkins, President of Students for Life


